Welcome To The Kingdom Of God
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Understanding What Has Happened To You
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At the point of conversion, many who turn to the Lord Jesus Christ have a limited bible knowledge.   Discovering the important truths that lie within the Bible is not only vital, but very exciting.  Turn to John Chapter 3.  It is in this chapter that Jesus says in v3, v5, v7, and v8 that it is necessary to be ‘Born Again’.  Jesus was speaking to Nicodemus, who was a religious Pharisee and a teacher of the law of God.  Nevertheless, Jesus told him he needed to be ‘Born Again’.  This account clearly shows us that a person can be religious and have attended church regularly, but still needs to be ‘Born Again’.

In v4 and v9, Nicodemus could not understand, and he confused being born again (spiritually) with being born again (naturally).

Jesus answered his question, “How can this be?” (v9) by what He says in the third chapter v14-18.  To understand v14, you would need to read the Book of Numbers (OT), Chapter 21 v4-9.

God’s people, the children of Israel, had sinned against God and Moses (v5).  God sent fiery serpents among them and each one who was bitten by a serpent died.  When they had repented, God gave them a remedy – a brass snake upon a pole.  If whoever had been bitten looked at the brass snake, they would live.  Jesus said in John 3v14, “as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of God must be lifted up that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life”.
You have looked to the Lord Jesus who was lifted up on the Cross of Calvary.  The supernatural and miraculous happened to the people who were dying in the wilderness.  When they looked at the brass snake, they were healed and lived.  
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At that very moment, you received the greatest gift of all, God’s life. As you were born naturally from the seed of your earthly father, so the Bible says that you have been 'Born Again' of the incorruptible seed (or the imperishable seed) through the living and enduring Word of God (1 Peter 1v23).  

You believed God’s Word, the gospel of Jesus Christ, and repented of your sins.  At that moment, the Spirit of God placed into your spirit, God’s life and you were brought into a wonderful relationship with your Heavenly Father.


Please read the following verses in your Bible:



1 John 2v29



1 John 3v9




1 John 4v7




1 John 5v1




1 John 5v5




1 John 5v8

If you do not understand any of these verses, please ask your sponsor.
Memory verse:  Romans 8v15
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Please Read:  1 Peter 1v3-25.
1 Peter 1v18-19:  “For you know that it was not with perishable things, such as, silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”
Please also read the following verses: 


Galatians 3v13



Galatians 4v5



Ephesians 1v7



Revelation 5v9
The word ‘redeem’ in the New Testament draws its meaning from a parallel with the marketplace concept ‘to buy back’.  Its meaning is rooted in several Greek words: -

· ‘exagorazo’ means to buy out as the purchase of a slave for freedom.

· ‘lytroo’ means to release on receipt of ransom.  Read Titus 2v14.

· ‘apoltrusis’ means a releasing from         on payment of ransom.  Read Romans 3v24.

Redeem; therefore, contains the idea of deliverance or buying back of a slave from the market and the price of that deliverance.

We were all, as it were, in the slave market of sin under dictatorship of the devil (read Ephesians 2v2-3).  There was no way of escape other than a ransom price being paid.  1 Peter 1v18 reminds us that the ransom price was not silver or gold, but the precious blood of Christ the Lamb, who was without blemish or defect.
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  The Lamb (unblemished) was used in various offerings in Israel’s worship (Numbers 28v11-16).

When Isaiah the prophet described the sufferings of Christ upon the cross in Isaiah 53v4-7, he said, “He was led like a lamb to the slaughter’.  John the Baptist called out, “behold the Lamb of God” (John 1v29) when he saw Jesus coming to be baptized.

It was when Jesus hung upon the cross and poured out His blood that the ultimate ‘ransom was paid’.  Now that you have believed, you can say, “I am redeemed”.  You have been delivered from the slave market of sin and you are now set free to worship and serve God.

Please consider:  Spend a little time meditating on the scripture verses in this study.

After reading through this study, does the truth of being redeemed make you feel:


(a) unimportant to God?



 (Please tick a box)

(b) important to God?




(c)  very important to God?

Please read again:  Galatians 4v4-6.
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Please read:  Ephesians 2v1-10.

v8:  “For it is by grace that you are saved through faith and this not of yourselves, it is the Gift of God”.  The Greek word for grace is ‘Charis’ which means a variety of things.  For example, that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, charm, sweetness, loveliness, goodwill, loving kindness and mercy.  In simple terms, it means God’s kindness to man or God’s unmerited favor, a favor which cannot be earned.

In the passage of scripture that you have just read, Paul the apostle makes it very clear that none of us could merit God’s salvation.  In v3, “we were by nature, objects of wrath”.  In v4, “but because of His great love for us…”  Without loving kindness and great love, we would have no hope of receiving God’s salvation.  Paul says in Ephesians 1v2, “grace and peace be unto you…”  We could never have the ‘peace of God’ if it wasn’t for the ‘grace of God’.


Please read the following verses: 



Ephesians 1v6-7



Ephesians 2v5, v7, v8



Ephesians 3v2, v7, v8



Ephesians 4v7, v29
Many people are trying to earn salvation with good works.  Grace has nothing to do with what we have done or what we may do, but everything to do with the deity of God.
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Please read:  1 John 3v1-3.
“How great is the love the Father has lavished upon us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!”
It is very important that you realize that you have become a ‘Child of God’.  Without this assurance, you will not be able to form any relationship with your Heavenly Father, and this is the very purpose for which God has given you His Eternal Life    (John 17v3).

The moment that you were 'Born Again', you became a 'Child of God.'  You now have the rights of sonship.


Please also read:


2 Corinthians 6v18



Galatians 4v6-7
After reading the above scriptures, you should be in no doubt that you are in God’s family with all the privileges that brings.

When Jesus spoke to His disciples in Matthew 6v25-34, He was telling them not to be concerned about the things that people usually worry about.  The reason He gave was that their Heavenly Father would look after them.


Understanding What Has Happened to You
                                                      [image: image6.jpg]ALIVE




Please read:  Ephesians 2v1-3
Paul tells the Ephesian believers that there was a time when they were dead in their transgressions and sins in which they used to live when they followed the ways of this world.

In these few verses, it is a fact that they were dead, yet living in their sin.  What is Paul actually saying?  The answer is that they were dead as far as a relationship with God was concerned.  They were dead in their spiritual life, but they lived in their sin.  When Adam sinned against God in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3v6), the very judgment that God warned him about happened.  In Genesis 2v17, Adam was clearly warned that he would die if he ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge of ‘Good and Evil’.  As we read on in the Genesis story, we see that Adam is still alive mentally and physically, but he no longer has a relationship with God (Genesis 3v8).  He went from God’s presence.  Adam was now spiritually dead!

Romans 5v12 – “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man (Adam), and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…” 
This is where the problems and troubles in the world today come from – the root cause is sin.  While man lives in sin away from God, he lives in spiritual death.
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 You have been brought back to God by the Holy Spirit and made ‘Alive’.  This is what makes all the difference.  You have not simply come into a new lifestyle, but you have come into a ‘Real Life’.
You have now been made alive spiritually, ‘Born Again’, saved by grace, and redeemed by the precious blood of Christ.  Now you are a ‘child of God’.  This is the beginning of a wonderful relationship with the Lord.

Welcome To The Kingdom Of God


























Water Baptism
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Water Baptism is clearly taught in the Scriptures.


Please Read:  Mark 16 v15-16; Acts 2v38, 8v37, 10v47,

                  22v16, Matthew 3v16, 28v19-20; John 3v23;



 Romans 6v4
Peter’s message on the day of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2 was a message that called people to repentance and to be baptized in water (v38).

Throughout the Book of the Acts of the Apostles this is clearly the pattern.  It should be observed that there was not a long waiting time in between repentance and being baptized in water!  

It is often thought that there is no necessity for further baptism if someone has been baptized as a baby. The Bible actually teaches that ‘repentance’ comes first, followed by ‘baptism’. A baby cannot repent and is not of the age where faith in Christ can be understood. Despite ‘Church Tradition’, we have to take our standard from the Bible; therefore, baptism would still be necessary.
Water baptism does not take the place of the new birth. Water baptism is something that should follow after the experience of being ‘born again’. It is not a choice, but rather a command. Peter didn’t ask believers if they would like to be baptized, but commanded them. Jesus didn’t teach water baptism as an option.  He clearly made it a command that they should be baptized (Matthew 28v19).  
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People often ask the question if they will feel different when they have been baptized.  My answer is simple; it is an emphatic ‘Yes, wet!’
We are not to base anything on ‘feelings’.  Baptism is obedience to the command.  Where there is obedience, there is always blessing, but this may not be in the form of an amazing ‘experience’ at the time of baptism.
The other question often asked is ‘why is baptism by immersion?’  The very word ‘baptism’ in the Greek language  means to ‘dip as in a dye or to immerse, submerge, plunge’. The Apostle Paul taught that ‘water baptism’ is a burying of the old life (Romans 6v4).

When something is dead, it needs to be buried! The old life is no exception.  It is recorded that Jesus ‘came up out of the water’ when He was baptized by John (Matthew 3v16).  There would have been no need to ‘come up out of the water’ if He had not been baptized by immersion!  (Please note that Jesus wasn’t baptized because He had sin in His life and needed to repent, but rather to fulfill a prophecy made by Isaiah 53v12…that He would be numbered with the transgressors).  The real fulfillment of this prophecy would be when He was crucified.

We have so far established that ‘water baptism’ is necessary upon repentance, that it took place as soon as possible after people were ‘born again’, and also that it was a command and a burying of the old life.  Let me now throw a little light upon a scripture that is often misunderstood.
 

Mark 16v16 states, ‘He that believes and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believes not shall be damned’.  Another version puts it this way….’he that believes and is saved shall be baptized’. Tim Ruthven, in his book ‘Rediscover Your Baptism’, believes that the latter version is a heresy!  He states that it contradicts the Bible verse in Mark 16 which teaches that repentance and water baptism precede being saved.  If we interpret the word ‘saved’ in Mark 16v16 to mean being ‘saved’ from hell and judgment, etc., we will then be teaching the doctrine of “Baptismal Regeneration’ (the necessity to be baptized in order to be saved). 
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James 1v21 “receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.”  James is obviously writing to believers, so why would he be asking them to receive the Word and teaching them it is able to save their souls?  The word ‘save’ here really mans ‘restore’.  It has nothing to do with heaven or hell.  James is teaching that the Word of God is able to restore our souls (emotions).  As a chair may be sent for upholstery work and eventually comes back restored as new, God desires to heal and restore our souls (emotional areas of our lives).  With different meanings of this word ‘saved’, we need to come to the understanding of what Peter was teaching in Acts 2.

It is very interesting to look at some of the ‘types’ or shadows of water baptism in the Old Testament.  

Noah…

For Noah and family when they entered the ark, the waters cut them off from a godless world system. It was the flood (water) that became the cut-off point!

Moses…

Moses and Israel went through the waters of the Red Sea.  Paul teaches that ‘they were baptized unto Moses’ (a type of water baptism) 1Corinthians 10v2. Israel was then cut off from their enemies (Pharaoh and his army) as the waters closed back upon the Egyptians!  The waters of the Red Sea became the cut-off point!

Water baptism, if entered into by faith, can be the place of separation and deliverance from habits that have held us in        , a cutting off from the godless world system, and the rising again in newness of life. Remember, this took place as soon as possible after repentance from sin.

Much more could be said concerning this subject, but to return to the verse in Mark 16v16 which states that ‘he that believes and is baptized shall be saved’, I believe there can be a ‘cutting off’ from the old life and a deliverance, which is really the meaning of the word ‘saved’.  The gift of eternal life comes through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus.  Baptism in water is the burying of the old life and can be the very means of separation of the old sinful lifestyle if we enter in by faith.

Don’t delay. Obey the command and ask to be baptized.
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When you looked by faith to Jesus Christ, the same supernatural power of the Holy Spirit came into your life and you were 'Born Again', saved from sin’s power and penalty and given God’s eternal life (John 3v16).  





You Have Been Redeemed!





When reading the Old Testament, you will find the ‘Lamb’ mentioned many times.  For example, read Exodus 12v2-3, which is the story of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt.  It was the blood of a lamb that had to be applied to the lintels and doorposts.





Saved by Grace!





The New Birth!








We are now Sons or Daughters of God !





We have been made Alive!





In the story of the prodigal son, the father says on the son’s return, “My son was dead and is alive again” (Luke 15v24). The son had been away from his father, but he had now returned.  





Understanding


Water Baptism





Our problem often lies with 


our understanding of the word ‘saved’.  If we limit it to the heaven or hell situation, we will be missing some important truths. An example would be a verse in 


the book of James.











