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Understanding The Holy Spirit (Part Three)
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How to Use the Gifts.
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Please read:  - 2 Peter 1v16-20 - How to use the Gifts.
Gifts Must be Operated in Faith.

Every gift of the Spirit will only be operated if we are prepared to use 'Some Faith'.   For example, it takes a certain amount of faith to give a public utterance in tongues and it takes more faith to operate the 'Gift of Interpretation'.  Similarly, it will take more faith to operate 'The Word of Knowledge' or 'Gifts of Healing'.  If we are going to use spiritual gifts, our faith level must not be allowed to stand still, but rather it must increase.
The use of Tongues and Interpretation.

The use of tongues and interpretation seems to be limited to three utterances in any meeting (1 Corinthians 14v27).
Verse 29 speaks of prophets (Ephesians 4v11) and not the gift of prophecy.  When the prophets speak, they are limited to two or three utterances in any one gathering.
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When to Use the Gifts.
It is important to understand that the Holy Spirit does not come to possess us in the same manner as an evil spirit.  Possession implies ownership and control, but rather the Holy Spirit comes to infill and empower our lives so that our bodies become the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6v19).

The Holy Spirit is called the Comforter (John 14v26) and the Spirit of Truth (John 15v13).

He will prompt, commune, inspire, and lead, but never force us.  In fact, He can be grieved (Ephesians 4v30).

Note:  As we have pointed out in previous studies of the "Gifts', they do not control us.  We control the use of the gifts in the sense that we can choose, under the Holy Spirit's unction, whether or not to speak in tongues, interpret, or prophesy.

Gifts Should Be Used Under the Anointing of the Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 13v14 speaks of 'communion of the Holy Spirit."  The more we commune with and have fellowship with the Holy Spirit, the easier it becomes to know the Spirit's anointing and prompting.

2 Peter 1v21 says, "Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit."

We need to recognize and discern the prompting and anointing of the Spirit.  If God speaks to us in our spirit, we need to wait upon the Lord and discern whether He is wanting us to prophesy or simply speak to us as individuals.

We must live in fellowship with the Lord in order to operate in this way.  Ephesians 5v18 says, 'to be filled with the Spirit."  This infers that "being filled" is a continual experience.  Those who prophesy most and use other spiritual gifts are usually those who speak in tongues most.

Gifts Should Be Used at the Appropriate Time.
Jesus was always conscious of not only doing the Father's will, but also being in the 'timing of God."


During public meetings, we should always recognize the authority of the one who is actually leading the meeting and not interrupt and cause disorder.  It is also good to be sensitive during times of worship and praise.  The Holy Spirit may be inspiring the Church to new heights of worship, at which time it would not enhance the worship if someone spoke in tongues.  There are appropriate times for the gifts to be used and when they are, they add to what is taking place and edify the Church.
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When to use the Gifts.
Please read:  - Acts 3v1-9.
Gifts Should Be Used as the Occasion Arises.
We must remember that 'Gifts' are not just used in public meetings.  Healing and other miracles can happen or words of knowledge can be given in the market place or anywhere else outside the church walls.

During the ministry of Jesus and also throughout the Book of Acts, we see many occasions when gifts were used other than at public gatherings.

In Acts 3, Peter and John suddenly receive a gift of faith.  This was not planned - it just happened through the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

We need to cultivate an open heart and an attitude of prayer so that at any time the Holy Spirit can enable us to meet a need as the occasion arises.

Please consider: - Everything that Jesus did in the area of the miraculous was by the Holy Spirit's power and He was always ready for any situation.

Gifts Should Be Used as the Occasion Arises.
Please read:  - 1 Corinthians 14v29-30.
Note verse 30 - "If anything has been revealed to another..."  This is dealing with prophesying by prophets.  Obviously, they have to wait for revelation.

We must not open our mouths and expect the Lord to fill them.  On the other hand, revelation or inspiration may come for a person to prophesy or interpret by receiving a few simple words or a mental picture.  As faith is applied in words and spoken out, the flow of the Spirit is activated and the speaker can be borne along under the anointing, speaking words that have not been premeditated.
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Why Do We Use the Gifts?
1 Corinthians 12v31 "Covet earnestly the best gifts..."
1 Corinthians 14v1 "Desire Spiritual gifts..."

With the exhortation to 'covet' and 'desire' spiritual gifts, it is obvious that they are of great value and much importance is placed upon them.  It follows that Christ intended for the gifts to be the blood in the circulatory system of the body, flowing to the cells for empowering and cleansing.  From the moment of conversion, every single believer is to be a channel of grace - a 

gift to the body members.  It is certain that Christ wanted the church to continue His ministry and to reach a broken and dying world.
The last words of Jesus before ascending to His Father are found in Acts 1v8, "You shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you and you should be my witnesses unto me both in all Judea and in Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth."

Jesus had spent three and a half years with His disciples and was now leaving them.  He was going to send the Holy Spirit to them, and He would give them the power to fulfill the task of evangelizing the world.
We use the Spiritual Gifts to build up the Body of Christ.

Fellow believers need to be built up, encouraged, inspired, and moved forward in their faith.  God has given Spiritual gifts for this reason.

Please read:  - 1 Corinthians 14v3-4; 12; 17 and 26.

Six times in Corinthians the word 'edify or edified' is used.  This is the importance that Paul places on the building up of believers through spiritual gifts. Prophecy, tongues, and interpretation of tongues all serve to build up or edify.

All gifts fall in to three categories which are: - 'comfort, edification, and exhortation.'  There is a real sense of 'building up' when someone is used to bring a word from God that assures, exhorts, and encourages us.  There are times when an individual may be facing a problem or going through a very trying experience.  The Holy Spirit then speaks through the gift of prophecy or interpretation of tongues.  The believer is encouraged and there is fresh hope - faith is stirred and as a result, the whole body is strengthened.
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Why Do We Use the Gifts?
Please read:  - John 4v1-29.

We use Spiritual Gifts to continue the Ministry of Jesus.
Jesus clearly spoke of His purpose in ministry (Luke 4v18-19) to heal, deliver, and set at liberty a hurting world.

1 Corinthians 14v24-25 tells us that through the Gift of Prophecy, unbelievers can be convinced that God is in the midst and, as a result, their hearts are opened and they become believers.

So it is with tongues and interpretation (1 Corinthians 14v22).  They are a sign to the unbeliever.

Words of Knowledge can also have the same effect as we saw in a previous study when Jesus met the woman at the well (John 4).  Jesus revealed facts about her sinful life that convinced her that He was the Messiah.

Gifts of Healing and Workings of Miracles obviously affirm the truth of the Gospel and bring deliverance to those in need.

'Discerning of Spirits' is a Gift of Revelation and it is used often in the deliverance of those possessed with evil spirits as we saw in Acts 16 (Paul and the girl possessed with a spirit of divination).

As we have followed these studies, again and again we have seen that the ministry of Christ was manifested in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit's gifts flowed through Him.  If we want to be effective today in the world with its problems, we need to see the release and function of 'Spiritual Gifts.'

We also need to understand, that apart from tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy, the other Gifts of the Spirit found in the Book of Acts, are manifested mainly outside the context of meetings.  Everyone must maintain a prayer life and be open to hear the Holy Spirit's promptings so that we may be used in reaching those who are unsaved with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
You have now completed the ten-week study course.  I trust that you have enjoyed and benefited from it.  There is always much more to learn.  It is important to maintain the discipline of daily reading and praying.  May God give you the joy of leading others to Christ.

God bless you.

Keith Tipple
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