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Gifts of Power continued.
The Gift of the Working of Miracles.
'A miracle is a supernatural intervention in the ordinary course of nature - a temporary suspension of the accustomed order by the Spirit of God.'
We see the 'Working of Miracles' in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.  The parting of the Red Sea was accomplished by the working of miracles and the gift of 'Faith'.
[image: image7.png]


Please read:  - John 6v5-14 : The feeding of the five thousand.
Feeding those people from so little was wrought by the working of miracles.  In Acts 5v1-5 was a manifestation of the 'Working of Miracles' by Divine judgment.
Acts 19v11: "And God wrought special miracles by the hand of Paul."

These were not just healings, but special miracles.
There can be creative miracles; e.g., under the ministry of Stephen Jeffreys in Bishop Auckland, a young woman called Celia Brown had no eyes - only sockets.  Stephen Jeffreys, the evangelist, prayed for her and she received a pair of blue eyes.  That was a 'Creative Miracle'.

In Acts 3, the healing of the lame man was accomplished by the working of miracles and the gift of faith.

Elijah called fire down from heaven and also prayed that it would not rain for a period of three and a half years (James 5v17).

The Gift of Healings.
[image: image2.jpg]



'The gifts of healings are to deliver the sick and to destroy the works of the devil in the human body.'

The gifts of healings are for the supernatural healing of disease without the aid of natural science or human learning  We are not opposed to medical science or doctors, but the gifts of healings are 'supernatural'.

The ministry of Jesus was characterized by the healing of the sick (Acts 10v38 and John 6v2).

The apostles used the 'Gifts of Healings" (Acts 4v12 & 33).


(a) Gifts of healings and working of miracles authorize the 

               gospel message as preached by God's servants,

(b) Gifts of healings inspire faith and courage in God's 
               people,

(c)  Gifts of healings bring glory to God (Mark 2v12 and 
                Luke 13v17),

(d) Gifts of healings opened up many communities in the 
               Acts of the Apostles,

(e) Gifts of healings revealed God's mercy, grace, and will 
               to make the sick person whole (Matthew 14v36).
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Gifts of Revelation.
The Gift of the Word of Knowledge.

'The word of knowledge is the supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost of certain facts in the mind of God.'

N.B. - The gift of the Word of Knowledge, not the gift of knowledge.  God knows everything.  On occasions, He reveals to man a part of what He knows.  Sentences are composed of words; therefore, the Word of Knowledge is a tiny, fragmentary part of the knowledge of God.
Please read:  Acts 9v10-12:  an example of the Word of  Knowledge.  Note: it was manifested in a vision.
Please also read:  - Acts 10v9-20.
Peter is on a housetop.  Again, the word of knowledge is manifested through a vision and Peter had no way of knowing other than by his gift that three men were seeking him.

The word of knowledge sometimes comes by inward revelation.  Jesus used a word of knowledge to convince the woman at the well in Samaria of her need for a Savior (John 4).  The word of knowledge can come through the prophetic gift.  Knowledge can be either past, present, or future.  The Old Testament prophets, Elijah and Elisha, prophesied of things past, present, and future. They were prophecies containing the word of knowledge.

In Acts 21v10, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea.  He spoke of Paul being 'bound in Jerusalem and handed over to the Gentiles."  Through the Word of Knowledge, the devil can be defeated, sin can be uncovered, believers can be encouraged in faith, and lost property recovered.

1 Kings 6v9-12.  Again the word of knowledge warned a king of his enemy's plan.  Plans were revealed by God to the prophet through the word of knowledge and this saved his country from danger.

1 Samuel 9v3-4, 6 and v19-20.  The word of knowledge is used to help recover lost property.  Samuel the prophet knew the whereabouts of Saul's lost donkeys.

Acts 5.  In verse 2, Ananias and Sapphira kept back part of the price of the land that they had sold.  In verse 3, Peter told them that they had lied against the Holy Ghost.  This was revealed to Peter by a word of knowledge.
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Gifts of Revelation. (continued)

The Gift of the Word of Wisdom. -  1 Corinthians 12v8.
The word of wisdom is a supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the Divine purpose in the mind and will of God.

Please read:  - Acts 9v10-16 and 8v26-29.

The Word of Knowledge and the Word of Wisdom often work very closely together; e.g., in the Book of Revelation, John the Apostle had a 'Word of Knowledge' about the present condition of the seven churches.  He also received a 'Word of Wisdom' so that he could tell each of the seven churches what they ought to do in the future  This revealed God's plan and purpose for them.

Similarly in Acts 9v10-16, Ananias had a vision - he received a 'Word of Knowledge' concerning Saul's conversion.  This revealed God's plan and purpose.  In Acts 27v10, Paul had a 'Word of Knowledge and Wisdom' while on board ship. 
Acts 15.  In the dispute over circumcision (verse 5), the apostles and elders came together to consider the matter.  James had a "Word of Wisdom' and quoting from Amos 9v11, he clearly reveals the Divine purposes of God.  In Verse 16, he speaks of David's tabernacle, a time in the Old Testament when it seemed that there was a preview into the New Testament with singing, praising, and entering into the presence of God.
Note:  verse 22.  The whole assembly agreed that they had heard the 'Word of Wisdom'
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Gifts of Revelation (continued).
The Gift of Discerning of Spirits.
Insight into the spirit world discerns the origin of manifestations.  There are three possible sources of inspiration: -

(a) human spirit


(b) the Holy Spirit


(c) an evil spirit

Discerning of spirits is not discerning of devils!  There are spirits that are good and bad.  There are angelic spirits and when John had the vision of the Revelation (see Revelation 1), he was seeing into heaven - into the spirit world by the 'Gifts of Discerning of Spirits'.

Please read:  - Acts 16v16-18.
Paul knew that the young girl who was following him had a 'spirit of divination'.  When she was delivered of the spirit, she could not tell fortunes anymore.

There were occasions in the healing ministry of Jesus when a spirit of infirmity was cast out; e.g., (Matthew 17v18) the healing of the boy who was a lunatic.  (Luke 13v11) The healing of the woman who had a spirit of infirmity.

Please read:  - Daniel 10v12-14.

Daniel had a visit from the Lord and was given knowledge, wisdom, and insight into the spiritual realm by the gift of discerning of spirits.
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How to Use the Gifts.

Having studied the nine spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12, we now ask the important question, "How do we use these gifts?"
A 'Spirit Filled' life is achieved by being baptized, that is the 'Baptism of the Holy Spirit' as recorded in Acts 2 and as Jesus spoke clearly of in Acts 1v8.

Paul was writing to the Corinthian church, who according to       1 Corinthians 1 v7, "came behind in no gift."  The Corinthians had no problem with lack of 'Gifts', but they did need teaching on how to use them.

In 1 Corinthians 12v1, Paul says, "I do not want you to be ignorant..." concerning spiritual gifts.

Using Gifts and the Body of Christ.

We need to understand that the teaching on spiritual gifts is done in the context of the 'Body of Christ' (Church).

Please read:  - 1 Corinthians 12v12-27.
We use the 'Gifts of the Spirit' on the understanding that we are members one of another.  We belong to the 'Body of Christ' and we are all needed.  Our motive in using these gifts should be to build up the Body of Christ.  There should be no pride because these are 'Gifts' - they cannot be earned, and they are given for the edification and building up of the church.

1 Corinthians 12v28 says that God has appointed people with gifts to the Church, but they are also in need of each other.  When the Holy Spirit gives or divides, "severally as He wills," any of His gifts (verse 11) is a gift for the body of Christ.
Our Motive Must be Love.

Paul inserts 'the love chapter" (1 Corinthians 13) in between Chapter 12 and 14 which are teaching on the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Note:  The characteristics of real love (1 Corinthians 13v14 Amplified Bible); "love is never envious, doesn't boil over with jealousy, is not boastful or vain glorious and does not display itself haughtily."
Verse 5 - Love is not self-seeking.

Our motive in using 'Gifts' is not to be seen or heard - neither is it to appear to be 'somebody', but rather to edify and build up each other (2 Corinthians 14v3).
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